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In a little Dutch chaise on a Saturday night,
On my left hand my Horace, a nymph on my right:
No mernoire to compose, and no Post-Boy to move
That on Sunday may hinder the softness of love,
For her neither visits nor parties of tea,
Nor the long-winded cant of a dull refugee.
This night and the next shall he hers, shall be mine,
To good or ill fortune ihc third we resign;
Thus scorning the world, and superior to fate,
I drive on my car in professional stale.
*           *          *           *
And is it enough for the joys of the day,
To think what Anacreon or Sappho would aay?
When good Vandcrgocs and his provident Vrotv,
AH they gaxe on my triumph, do freely allow,
That, search all the province, you'll find no man there is
So blest as the Englischen Ifcer Sccrctdris'.
Unlike Prior, during working hours Law was more interested in finance
than in politics, lie seems to have lost little time in turning his footsteps in
the direction of Amsterdam, which appeared as the financial counterpart
of The Hague in the struggle against Louis XIV. For it was Amsterdam's
famous hank which provided most of the sinews of war at this time, * This
remarkable corporation was not an ancient institution. It had been founded
less than a century previously in order to provide a steady currency m
which normal commercial dealings might be transacted. At the beginning
ol the seventeenth century Dutch traders (like English traders at the time
of Law's first visit to the Continent) were suffering from two inconvenien-
ces. One wan the defective state of their local coinage, much of which was
of lighter weight than its face value, and the oilier was the? circulation of
mawiPH of foreign coins of uncertain value. It was to remedy this slate of
affairs that ihe Bank of Amsterdam had been incorporated.
The bank conducted biwincwa on the following lines. Merchants used to
bring all kinds of coins to the hank, and the bank would give them credit
for their real as distinct from their nominal value. In other words they
* G[>. Matthew Prior writing In July 160(i to Whitehall: 'Wo expeel you will wilier
make war or peace in ffootl earnest... If you intend war Mr. Dykovelt haw borrowed
throe millions HollandVt money of Amsterdam at 5 per cent, the Slatew being Hcicurily
for tho hiim',Ht arid with thin you are to buHiugc Dunkirk. Gel to it an you c.an.* Mint,
JVIS8. Comm: Hath ManuHcriplH, III, 83,